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Art Unit: 3714 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 
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Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 : 

I. Claims 10-16, drawn to method of receiving video information from a 
remote program over a communication Wnk, classified in class 463, 
subclass 42. 

II. Claims 22 - 24, drawn to method of receiving video game information from 
two distinct video streams, classified in class 348, subclass 555. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as 
♦♦receiving video information over a communication link*. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

The examiner has required restriction between subcombinations usable together. 
Where applicant elects a subcombination and claims thereto are subsequently found 
allowable, any c[aim(s) depending from or otherwise requiring all the limitations of the 
allowable subcombination will be examined for patentability in accordance with 37 CFR 
1 .104. See MPEP § 821 .04(a). Applicant is advised that if any claim presented in a 
continuation or divisional application is anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a 
claim that is allowable in the present application, such claim may be subject to 
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provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the claims of 
the instant application. 

3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction were not 
required because the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include (i) an election of a species or invention to be examined even though the 
requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims 
encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To 
reserve a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not 
distinctly and specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the 
election shall be treated as an election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions or species are not 
patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of 
record showing the inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the 
record that this is the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions 
unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection 
under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) of the other invention. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 5, 7 - 9, and 17- 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Song (US 6,072,541) in view of Stoei (US 5,675,828). 

Regarding claim 1, Song discloses an apparatus, which comprises of an 
interface, which is capable of receiving video game data from a game communication 
link (col. 5, lines 1-6, and figs. 2 and 3), it also includes a detection and steering 
module used to detect information in the video game data in order to route the data 
based on the this information (col. 12. line 53 - col. 13. line 3. and fig. 8). and a buffer 
which temporarily stores the video game data (col. 1 1 , lines 3 - 6. 63 - 65. and fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 2. Song discloses an apparatus, which comprises of a receiver 
that is able to receive data from one or more controllers, which could transmit the 
control data that is based on the detection and steering module (col. 5, lines 23 - 28). 

Regarding claim 3, Song discloses an apparatus, which includes a game control 
receiver, which is capable of multiplexing control data from two or more controllers 
when the tag information includes two or more different tags (col. 5. lines 23 - 28. and 
figs. 8 and 15). 
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Regarding claim 4, Song discloses an apparatus, which comprises of an 
interface that is arranged to send out the control data from the game control receiver on 
the game communication link (col. 5, lines 1-6, and figs. 2 and 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Song discloses an apparatus, which comprises of a mixer or 
modulator, which is used to synthesize the signals that are stored in the main buffer 
(col. 11, lines 1 1 - 22). Song's apparatus, however, only consists of one modulator, 
however, Stoel teaches of a gaming apparatus, which comprises of a plurality of 
modulators and buffers, (col. 3, lines 19 - 26), which are used for receiving signals 
generated by the video game engine (col. 5, lines 57 - 60). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include a 
plurality of modulators into the apparatus of Song, in order to modulate the video signals 
from the buffers more efficiently at different frequencies. 

Regarding claim 7, Song discloses an apparatus, which comprises of a 
modulator that is connected to the tuner or media information link, which modulates the 
signal (col. 4, line 57 - col. 5, line 1). Song's apparatus, however, only consists of one 
modulator, however, Stoel teaches of a gaming apparatus, which comprises of a 
plurality of modulators and buffers, (col. 3, lines 19 - 26), which are used for receiving 
video signals (col. 5, lines 57 - 60). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include a plurality of modulators into 
the apparatus of Song, in order to modulate the video signals from the buffers more 
efficiently at different frequencies. 


0 
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Regarding claim 8, Song discloses an apparatus wherein the detection and 
steering module routes different portions of the video data to the buffer when the tag 
includes two or more distinct tags (col. 12, line 53 - col. 13, line 3). However, Song's 
apparatus only consist of one buffer, however, in a related art, Stoel teaches of a 
gaming apparatus, which comprises of a plurality of buffers which are used to 
temporarily store game data (col. 3, lines 19 - 26). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include a plurality of 
buffers into the apparatus of Song, to store more portions of video game data into the 
buffers to be modulated. 

Regarding claim 9, Song discloses an apparatus wherein the detection and 
steering module routes all of the video data to the common buffer when the video signal 
or tag information is not detected (col. 12, line 53 - col. 13, line 3 and fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 17, Song discloses an apparatus or media center, which 
comprises of interface to receive video game data including first and second tags from a 
communication link (col. 5, lines 1-10, and figs. 8 and 15). It also includes a 
modulator, which is used to modulate the video game data related to the tags at a 
frequency on the communication ink (col. 11,5- 23). Song's apparatus, however, only 
consists of one modulator, however, Stoel teaches of a gaming apparatus, which 
comprises of a plurality of modulators, (col. 3, lines 19 - 26), which are used for 
receiving signals generated by the video game engine (col. 5, lines 57 - 60). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
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include a plurality of modulators into the apparatus of Song, in order to separate the 
video game data based on different tag information. 

Regarding claim 18, Song discloses an apparatus or media center, which 
comprises of a receiver that is able to receive data from one or more controllers, which 
could transmit the control data that is based on the detection and steering module (col. 
5, lines 23 -28). 

Regarding claim 19, Song discloses an apparatus, which comprises an antenna 
connected to the tuner or receiver to receive information from the controllers (col. 2, 
lines 58 - 61 and fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 20, Song discloses an apparatus or media center, which 
comprises of a buffer, which temporarily stores the video game data (col. 1 1 , lines 3-6, 
63 - 65, and fig. 5). However, Song's apparatus only consist of one buffer, however, in 
a related art, Stoel teaches of a gaming apparatus, which comprises of a plurality of 
buffers which are used to temporarily store game data (col. 3, lines 19 - 26). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
include a plurality of buffers in the apparatus of Song in order to store more portions of 
video game data into the buffers to be modulated. 

Claims 6, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Song (US 6,072,541) in view of Crump (US 5,801,785). 

Regarding claims 6 and 21, Song discloses an apparatus, which comprises of a 
tuner to receive media data from the communication link. Song is silent on whether or 
not a decoder is present in the apparatus, in a related art however. Crump discloses an 
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apparatus, which comprises of a plurality of tuners, (col. 7, lines 22 and 36), and a 
decoder that is used for processing video signals (col. 11, lines 54 - 61). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
include a decoding module in the apparatus of Song, in order to decode the channel 
information from the tuner and communication link. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric M. Thomas whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1699. The examiner can normally be reached on 7a.m. - 3p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


Application/Control Number: 10/701,054 


Art Unit: 3714 


Page 10 


EMT 


